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Welcome to Clean Foundation's First
Northumberland Strait Coastal Restoration
Project Newsletter!
The Northumberland Strait Coastal Restoration
project is a five-year multi-partner, saltmarsh

restoration initiative funded by the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans’ (DFO) Coastal Restoration
Fund (CRF). This project will involve identifying,
restoring and monitoring saltmarsh habitat and
build capacity to help communities continue to
restore saltmarshes.
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Why Saltmarshes?
Saltmarshes are found where the
land meets the sea within the
reaches of estuaries and
embayments. They are regularly
flooded by the ocean tides, and are
covered in grasses. They occur
worldwide, including the coast of
the Northumberland Strait in Nova
Scotia. Often called “blue carbon
sinks”, they capture and store large
amounts of carbon in their soil, and
are among the most productive and
dynamic ecosystems on earth.
Saltmarshes provide sheltered
habitats for important terrestrial
and aquatic species – such as a
variety of fish and invertebrates –
provide nutrients to adjacent
ecosystems, act as a buffer against

Project Outcomes

storms, erosion and sea level rise,
and reduce flooding by slowing and
absorbing rainwater.
Currently, the project team is
identifying and evaluating
potential restoration sites using a
protocol to assess saltmarsh health.
Clean’s potential restorations sites,
geospatial and ecological data, and
traditional saltmarsh knowledge
collected along the
Northumberland Strait in Nova
Scotia will be publicly available to
assist other groups to do a similar
project.This project will also
increase knowledge and capacity of
local communities to conserve,
monitor, and restore saltmarshes by
engaging people of all ages in
exciting, volunteer–based activities,
hands on training, and citizen
science.

Restore 15 hectares of saltmarsh
along the Northumberland Strait
in mainland Nova Scotia.
Contribute to the body of publicly
accessible geospatial, ecological
and traditional knowledge data
available on the health of
saltmarshes along the
Northumberland Strait in Nova
Scotia.
Increase knowledge and capacity
of local communities to conserve,
monitor and restore saltmarshes.
Engage people of all ages in
saltmarsh assessment, restoration
activities and citizen science to
ensure the longevity of the
restoration work completed.

You're Invited!
Clean, in partnership with The
Confederacy of Mainland
Mi’kmaq’s Mi’kmaw Conservation
Group, is hosting community
engagement sessions across the
region to gather input from the
public about lost and degraded
saltmarshes, barriers to tidal flow,
and stories from individuals about
their lives and experiences in and
around saltmarshes, and how
saltmarshes shape their lives and
culture.
Community engagement sessions
are open to the public and will
include an introduction to the
project and mapping exercises to
identify and track sites and input
from participants.
Sessions are scheduled for the
following dates and locations:
August 16, 2018, 4:00 p.m–6 p.m,
Pictou Landing First Nation
August 22, 2018, 6:30 p.m.–8:30
pm, New Glasgow Public Library
August 28, 2018, 6:30 p.m.–8:30
pm,
Antigonish Town & County Library
Sept. 4, 2018, 5:30p.m.–7:30 p.m,
Four Fathers Memorial Library
Sept. 6, 2018, 6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m,
Tatamagouche Centre

Interested in becoming a
community stakeholder?
As the project continues to
grow and develop, we will work
closely with not only
community members and
volunteers, but other
community stakeholder
organizations. If your
organization, group or
government is interested in
discussing future involvement
with the project, please contact
our Engagement Specialist,
Merydie Ross, at (902) 956-9458
or mross@clean.ns.ca.
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IF YOU WORK OR
VOLUNTEER AT A
PUBLIC PLACE THAT
WOULD LIKE TO HOST
A SURVEY DROP BOX
SO PEOPLE CAN
COMPLETE AND
RETURN COMMUNITY
KNOWLEDGE SURVEYS,
LET US KNOW BY
CONTACTING OUR
ENGAGEMENT
SPECIALIST, MERYDIE
ROSS, AT (902) 956-9458
OR
MROSS@CLEAN.NS.CA.

Community Survey
Share your knowledge with us on our
Community Knowledge Survey:
You can provide direct input to the project by
completing the Community Knowledge Survey
on the Clean Foundation website, The survey
was also printed in the July issue of “Mi’kmaq
Maliseet Nations News” with the above map
and is available at participating libraries, band
offices and other locations. Completed surveys
will be entered into a draw for a $200.00 gift
card to Canadian Tire!

Upcoming Event
Celebrate National Estuaries
Week with our Bioblitz!
National Estuaries Week
coincides with our bioblitz event
and we are celebrating with our
partner, Restore America's
Estuaries.
Nova Scotia Nature Trust in
partnership with
Northumberland Strait Coastal
Restoration Project is hosting its
first volunteer opportunity! Come
out and join our free bioblitz from
10:00 am – 2:00 pm on Saturday,
September 22nd, 2018 (rain date
September 29th) at the Amherst
Shore Provincial Park. This event
will allow people of all ages to
photograph and learn about
species found in a saltmarsh!
Participants will be able to learn
from experts in the field and
contribute to the project’s species
inventory of saltmarshes in the
Northumberland Strait region.
More details on how to
participate in this all ages, fun,
citizen science event will be
released in our next newsletter,
on Clean’s website, and on social
media.

Check out our amazing project partners!
Clean’s regional and international partners
contribute their expertise and work together
with the Clean Coastal Restoration team to
make all facets of this project happen including
providing training, guidance and expertise in
restoration, engagement, data management,
communications, and event organization.
Our partners:

Funded by:

